
 pg. 1 

  
 

Meeting Minutes 

  
 BAT Meeting 

  
Friday, March 17, 2023 

8:00 A.M. – Zoom 

 
Lindsey Schmidt (Chair) 

High School Principal 

 

Allison Gergenti (Co-Chair) 

 

Present:  

Staff: Lindsey Schmidt, Laurie Wade, Greg Miller, Allison Gergenti,  

          Donna Gordner 

 

Parents: Angela Mullen, Archana Sehgal, Eric Callahan 

  

 Topics for Discussion: Additional Course Selection Information 

          Attendance 

 

Discussions: 

 

1. Meeting opened at 8:00 A.M.; waiting to see if other parents that registered 

would join the Zoom meeting. 

2. Meeting began at 8:05 A.M. 

3. Ms. Schmidt started by thanking the parents in attendance for joining the 

meeting; then asked that during the meeting should a parent have comments, 

that they would introduce themselves. 

4. Ms. Schmidt shared todays topic of discussion: Additional Course Selection 

Information and Attendance. 

5. Ms. Schmidt asked if anyone had any questions pertinent to home and students. 

6. No questions. 

7. Ms. Schmidt informed parents that we are currently deep in the process of 

student requests for course selections and teacher verifications.   
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- An email was sent out to all families regarding ParentVUE; students and 

families should review requests and print out the form for changes to be 

updated in the system.  

- The next step in the process will be building the master schedule and 

ensuring students get as many courses as they need. 

- Ms. Schmidt asked if there were any questions. 

- Eric Callahan – he feels that parents are at a disadvantage when trying to 

assist their students with course selections, because they don’t have as much 

information as the students do.  He also noted that with some schedules, they 

have multiple study halls in the first semester, but none the last.  Do we have 

any recommendations/advice for parents as they navigate through this 

process with students; is there any way to know what teachers will be 

teaching courses?   

- Ms. Schmidt responded – unfortunately, we can’t guarantee which teacher 

will be teaching different courses at this point; each subject has different 

challenges.  We also need to take into consideration when a teacher retires, 

different certifications, etc.  If there are students that have certain learning 

styles, it is beneficial to speak with a counselor. 

8.  Ms. Schmidt then turned over the conversation to Mrs. Gergenti (Counselor). 

- Mrs. Gergenti commented that if parents reach out to the counselors for 

assistance, they can connect them with department chairs, so they can 

explain in depth about specific courses. 

- Mrs. Gergenti also noted that for some students, there are additional 

challenges because they want to take some courses with friends. 

- In regards to study halls, counselor do try to work with students to balance 

out their overall schedules. 

- Mr. Callahan commented that he will work with his kids as needed through-

out the process.  He said that he is very impressed with the courses that we 

offer and is appreciative of all the information. 

- Angela Mullen wanted to know if there was some way to note it, when 

students are athletes, because depending on the subject, the sport may affect 

them at the end of the day. 

- Ms. Schmidt commented that students should share these concerns with their 

counselors, so they are able to help them work through these issues.  Parents 

are asked to encourage their students to seek out or email their counselor any 

time they are struggling in any area; even though the counselors make a 

point to meet with all students throughout the year, students should not 

hesitate to reach out. 

- Ms. Schmidt stated that at the beginning of the school year, the counselors 

will be working through hundreds of course changes and will make changes 

as needed. 

9.  Ms. Schmidt then moved on to the 2nd topic for discussion “Attendance”. 

10.  Brief overview regarding attendance: 
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- Per PA State Law, effective with the 2020-21 school year, a child must 

comply with compulsory attendance requirements from age 6 to age 18, 

regardless of the school setting in which they are enrolled or instructional 

delivery model they are receiving. Compulsory attendance applies to 

children enrolled in all public schools, including charter and cyber charter 

schools, as well as privately tutored and homeschooled children. 

- Students cannot sign themselves out of school. 

- Per state requirement, letters are sent out regarding unexcused absences (1st 

3). 

- Additional Unlawful Absences: One or more of the following may be 

initiated: A referral for creation of an Attendance Improvement Plan, a 

referral to our Attendance Improvement Program, a citation sent to the 

magisterial district judge.  Children & Youth may also need to be involved. 

- Students are permitted 10 parent excused absences (sick days) and 10 

educational trip days for other reasons. 

- Students have unlimited doctor notes; if out multiple days, it only counts as 

one day. 

- Exempt Absences: These are to be accompanied by the proper 

documentation within three school days from the students return to school.  

These are considered excused absences, but are not counted towards the 

maximum of ten lawful absences.  Examples of these are: Illness or injury, 

medical or dental appt. or quarantine (all verified by physician note), 

required court attendance, religious holidays, personal bereavement, 

approved educational tours and trips, approved family emergencies, school 

authorized field trips or activities, school related athletic events, suspension 

form school.   

- We sent out an email notification all families with an attendance video. 

- Understand, as a school district, we are bound by PA attendance laws. 

11.  Ms. Schmidt asked if anyone had any questions regarding attendance  

 expectations? 

- Eric Callahan commented that when kids miss one day, it creates a ripple 

effect for weeks when the student tries to catch up.  He also commented on 

kids’ behavior at home & school, when they don’t get the necessary sleep 

needed. 

- Angela Mullen expressed her appreciation for the clarification from our 

staff, because she felt that the language in the student handbook wasn’t very 

clear 

- Ms. Schmidt thanked her for this feedback and noted that we will address 

this issue. 

12.  Ms. Schmidt noted that the date for the April BAT meeting has changed and  

 will be at the end of the month; there will be later communication with the 

      new date. 

13.  Topics of discussion for April BAT meeting: 
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- Feedback on student experiences 

- Academic focus 

- Safety 

*Student and parent feedback, is very valuable 

14.  Ms. Schmidt expressed her appreciation for parents taking the time to attend. 

15.  Ms. Schmidt concluded the meeting. 

16.  The the date for the April BAT Meeting TBD. 

 

Meeting dismissed at 8:42 A.M. 

 

Minutes Prepared by: Donna Gordner, Administrative Assistant to the Principal 


